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Minutes of the MOBIUS Cataloging Committee
Meeting October 09, 2024, 10-11 am via Zoom

Members Present
· Sarah Jones, Northwest Missouri State University; Committee Chair
· Phyllis Holzenberg, Drury University; Committee Vice-Chair
· Jill Mahoney, William Woods University; Board Liaison
· Becky Givens, Covenant Theological Seminary
· DeAnn Isenhower, Missouri Southern State University
· Richard Leach-Steffens, Conception Abbey & Seminary
· Nicole Merzweiler, University of Missouri – Columbia
· Julianne Newbury, Rockhurst University
· Michala Peterman, Culver-Stockton College
· Richard Pitaniello, Truman State University
· Julie Portman, Saint Louis University
· Rachel Utrecht, William Woods University

Members Absent
· Vivian Gould, MOBIUS Consortium Office; MCO Liaison
· Donna Bacon, Ex-Officio, MOBIUS

Meeting Minutes

1. Call to order
Meeting was called to order at 10:01 am.

2. Adoption of the agenda
The agenda adopted without changes (Julie moved; Becky seconded; motion adopted unanimously)

3. Information items
Sarah mentioned the postponement of the transition to Quesnelia until November.

4. Old business
a. Maintenance of shared MARC records (Sarah)
i. Review of MERLIN Cataloging document
ii. Review of SWAN Cataloging document
There was discussion of which structure was preferred to work on first. It was decided that working on the MERLIN formatted document first made the most sense as it is more succinct, and that a more fleshed out document like the SWAN format can be worked on later. Sarah offered to create a shared document in Google Drive for the committee to work on.  It was discussed whether assigning fields to individuals or teams would be beneficial, but it was decided to leave it open ended for anyone to work on as desired for now.
b. Procedure for deleting shared MARC records (Sarah)
Sarah had an update on whether you are able to suppress and/or mark an instance for deletion if it has an order record attached to it. She shared that nothing stopped you from suppressing/marking for deletion with an item attached, and that doing so did not impact the order record in any way.  She mentioned that hopefully once they get to the point where it is possible to delete an instance, it will work in a similar way to other levels of records in that it will not let you delete a “parent” record with other types of records attached.

DeAnn brought up an email that had just come into the listserv asking about what libraries in the consortium are doing for withdrawing projects. Sarah mentioned that at Northwest they are putting all withdrawn items into a withdrawn location and suppressing the location as a whole from Locate. DeAnn mentioned marking those items with a status of Withdrawn so that it shows up in Locate with a status of “not available”. There was some discussion of which is more confusing for patrons and whether a fix is possible where Instances without holdings attached or those with holdings suppressed could be prevented from showing in Locate. 

· Action Item: Sarah will put together what the withdraw process was at Northwest to share out with the committee to look over and add to in order to later send some options/guidelines about what to do when withdrawing to the rest of the consortium.

c. Use of the GMD (245 $h) in shared MARC records (Sarah)
The committee confirmed that leaving 245 $h where they exist is the best practice for now.
 
5. New business
a. eBooks in Locate (DeAnn)
DeAnn had a faculty member ask about whether all eBooks could be added to Locate so that they did not have to search separately in EDS. The committee noted the challenges of package titles changing and the inability to delete items. They also discussed the potential of uploading records manually, suggesting the use of item notes for easier searching, if there were records that needed to be showing in Locate.
Sarah, Rachel, Becky, and Julianne discussed issues related to eBooks and Open RS. They noted that eBooks were showing up in Open RS, which doesn't distinguish between physical monographs and eBooks, and this was a priority for Mobius and EBSCO. They also discussed the possibility of keeping certain items out of Open RS (i.e. by location)  to solve some eBook problems. Sarah mentioned that all holdings came over as physical in the material type, which could be an issue. 
b. Suppressed records (Julianne)
Julianne brought up a problem where an instance record was suppressed, affecting 35 libraries, and suggested this might be related to libraries suppressing their collections due to construction work. 
· Action Item: Julianne will investigate suppressed records in their collections

c. Merged records in OpenRS (Julianne)
The team discussed a known issue with merging records, particularly in relation to editions of books. They expressed concern about the lack of clear matching criteria and insufficient information in the records, which could lead to patrons receiving incorrect or outdated versions of requested items. 
· Action Item: The committee will gather specific examples to present to Mobius and other relevant parties for investigation and potential solutions.

d. Serials with canceled subscriptions (Richard P)
Richard P. raised an issue about serials with canceled subscriptions still displaying a hyperlink. Despite efforts to suppress holdings, the link remained. Sarah suggested that the link might be in the instance record and recommended removing it if no one else was using it. 

6. Meeting adjourned at 11:01 am (Nicole moved; Phyllis seconded; all approved)
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