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FRBR = Functional Requirements 
for Bibliographic Records
IFLA* proposed data model (1998)
Attempts to define entities & their relationships to 

each other
 Equivalent
 Derivative
 Descriptive
 Whole/part and part to part relationships

GOAL: relate data in records to needs of users & 
recommend basic level of functionality

* International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions



Same 
Expression New Expression

Family of Works

New Work B. Tillett
Dec. 2001



FRBR-defined user tasks
 Find—involves meeting search criteria thru 

attribute or relationship of entity
 Identify—enables confirmation of find, 

among several similar resources
 Select—meeting user’s requirements re 

content, format, etc.
 Obtain—acquire thru loan, purchase, etc.
+ Navigate—ability to search adequately



Entities defined by FRBR:
 Products of intellectual/artistic endeavor

 Work
 Expression
 Manifestation
 Item

 Those responsible for creating the 
products
 Person
 Corporate body



 Subjects of works
 Concept
 Object
 Event
 Place

We’ll only talk about 1st category—products 
of intellectual/artistic endeavor



Hierarchical structure
 Work = distinct intellectual or artistic 

creation; abstract entity
 Expression = specific intellectual/

artistic form that work takes each time it’s 
“realized”; abstract

 Manifestation = physical embodiment of an 
expression; concrete

 Item = single example of a manifestation



Some examples:
 Work = Hamlet [the idea; the story]
 Expression = particular ed. of the 

play or specific movie production of 
Hamlet

 Manifestation = all the copies of a 
specific publisher’s ed. of Hamlet

 Item = copy in hand of this specific 
ed. of Hamlet



 Work info is analogous to uniform titles 
assigned to bib records of different 
manifestations

 Expression info—currently buried in 
descriptive parts of bib records, e.g., 300 
field & GMDs

 Manifestation info—currently stored in 
specific bib record for form & edition

 Item info—currently included in item 
holdings records



Example from OCLC’s 
FictionFinder research
 2.5+ million bib records for fiction, 

clustered at the work level and defined as 
retrievable with same normalized 
author/title search key

 Indexed at work level
 Displayed by work & expression (mainly 

language)
 Currently only records for textual items







2nd page of screen







Example from RLG’s Red Light Green 
Project







Added info



Other 25 editions





Cataloging implications: 2 
possible models
 Bib records could exist for each 

work, expression, & manifestation, 
containing only data elements 
appropriate to that level, with 
“inheritance” to lower levels

 Bib records could be identical to 
current ones, with possible additions 
for works or expressions



 First way would need system to 
deconstruct traditional records into 
separate work, expression, & 
manifestation records

 Second way would need system to 
generate work & expression labels 
from traditional records



AACR3, due out in 2006, will 
incorporate FRBR terminology and 
concepts

Bibliographic utilities & LC are 
scrambling to make systems 
compatible with FRBR structures



Workflow implications
 Types of records needing this include 

some of the oldest records in the 
database

 Work or expression-level records 
would be needed after the 
manifestation-level record is created

 Need way to identify records needing 
augmentation sooner



What records will need it?
 20% of works in WorldCat have 2 or 

more manifestations
 1% of records in WorldCat have 8 or 

more manifestations
 Some biggies: Bible, Shakespeare, 

Homer, Dickens, Marx, & Freud



FRBR benefits to the catalog
 Accommodate various user needs by 

supplying different views of the 
bibliographic database

 Enhance retrieval by collapsing near-
duplicate items in hierarchy

 Increase cataloging productivity by 
merging information from multiple records 
so most appropriate info can be added to 
any new record



FRBRized catalog would have:

 Improved indexing, sorting, & displays 
of information

 Improved navigation, based on more 
user-centered collocation

 More explicit indication of 
relationships between items



Some links to check out
 ALEG: http://www.austlit.edu.au/
 RLG’s Red Light Green: 

http://www.rlg.org/redlightgreen/index.html
 OCLC’s FictionFinder: 

http://www.oclc.org/research/projects/frbr/ficti
onfinder.htm

 2004 IUG presentation by Sanders, Conrad, & Wu
 Paper by Denton: 

http://www.miskatonic.org/library/frbr.html
 IFLA FRBR Final Report: 

http://www.ifla.org/VII/s13/frbr/frbr.pdf
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 FRBR display tools
 http://www.loc.gov/marc/marc-

functional-analysis/tool.html
 http://www.oclc.org/research/software/

frbr/default.htm
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