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“The era of the
printed book is
not over.”

WFLEDMF TO the 2003-2004 Annual Report

tor the MOBIUS Consortium, which continued
to grow and develop during the twelve months
ending June 30, 2004. Unquestionably the high-
light of the vear was Springtield Greene Coun-
ty Library District (SGCL) joining the MOBIUS

Common Library Platform (CLP},

COOPERATING PARTNERS ADDED

When Annie Busch, director of SGCL, .‘jtfp'k}d
torward in 2002 to say she wanted to explore
having her library included in the CLP, we were
all excited by the idea, but neither she nor

we knew what to expect. Would the students
and faculty of the MOBIUS member institu-
tions strip 5GCL's collection of its bestsel lerst
Would the citizens of Springfield and Greene
County find anything they cared to borrow in
the libraries of MOBIUS' college and university
membersi Would those members have trouble
gerting their books returned to them on time,
oratalli Annie is an innovarive leader and
pacesetter in Missouri's library communiry,
but even she was not completely sure adding

SGCL to the CLP would wark out. No one was.

SUCCESS DELIGHTS PATRONS

We now know the answers 1o all those ques-
tions, and they can be summed up in one word:
success! It turns out the lending and borrow-
ing statistics in the CLP for SGCL are nearly
equal. SGCL patrons are clearly delighted to
have such easy access to the rich and special-
ized collections of MOBILIS' academic mem-
bkers. At the same time, MOBIUS members'
students and faculty are inding treasuresin
the SGCL collection that go far bevond just

the latest bestseller. things that their campus

libraries would be L|l1|i]-u;'|_\ EVETr [0 |1-!.|:j. bt
which are surprisingly useful in a variery of
academic pursuits, As far as collections being
stripped or books not being returned, these

things simply are not problems.

MAKING ACCESS HASSLE FREE

What is clear is that informarion seekers re-
spond when we take steps to make access to
information easv and hassle-free. MOBIUS'
students and faculty and Annie's public library
patrons demonstrate thousands of timesona
dﬂ.ﬂ}' basis that the era of the pril'ilrnl book is
not over and that some of our preconceptions
about what people want to read would benefit
from exposure to some [acts.

SGCL participates in the MOBIUS
Common Library Platform under a MOBILIS
program called “Ct::lq'tpt.‘;r:ul'ng Partners”, MQO-
BIUS' governing body, the MOBIUS Council,,
developed this program to provide a mecha-
nism for including non-academic librariesin
the powerful and productive information shar-
ing system that is the CLP. While it is too soon
to make any announcements, be assured that
SGCL will not be our only Cooperating Partner

tor long.

-I-l'lllh |hi"'| t'IL"l.'lili_'ll'l :.l;.i.r W “ h HOame
hotly contested races and issues. | believe it is
worth noting that easy access to information
is the loundation of a democracy. The librar-
ians at the MOBIUS member institutions and at
SGOL and all of the staff at the MOBIUS Con-
sortium Office are pruuLl [£4] |T|il}' arolein hf||1-
ing our citizenry to be informed. Bn‘mdening
the scope of the collections that are included

in the CLFPisa direct contribution to this goal.

LOOKING FORWARD

An annual report such as this one is, h}' defini-
tion, a look back, but we are looking forward
to a very exciting year that will feature such
things as the implementation of Millennium
Silver and Pickup Anvwhere. the development
of a new long-range plan for MOBIUS, and,
yes, more Cooperating Partners, Tam grate-
tul for your interest and support and hope
that you will please stay
tuned, for | do believe
that the best is vet to

COme.

George Rickerson

Executive Director



"(Merlin library catalog] gives me a starting
point at which to begin my research.”

KI YWORDY “Violence in the media” f\.\fnt_\'-nﬁr

UNIQUE HOLDINGS

Thera ara 5.4 million titkss in the
MOBILS Undon Catalog,

matches, Once again the Merdin bbrary caralog saves
the day. At least 21 books on the topic of violence

in the media are now at my disposal, enabling

e 1 ..'umplr-tr my paper tor class, Media
36.7 Communications in Society, Not only does Merlin

(2 million) come to the rescue, providing me wath t:.'x'l.'i.'}'.urmnul
Hedd by two or

i e material on topics Tam researching, but it always
mare libraries

pron ides me with numerous relevant sources
necessary to write accurate and in-depth papers
that | otherwise may not have been able 1o find

on my owin, Merln library caralog enables me o

quickly and easily access countless educational texts
on the topic at hand. |t gives me a starting point at
which to begin my research and gives it direction.
Every tirme | use Merlin library {;H;,l]-:'Fr_, My paper is

always guaranteed to be much more in depth than

it I had gone about it on my own. No matter if [am
||L1-:1l-.|n:._:'H for information for a hlg research paper, or
just searchimg for a good book to read, Thnow [ ean
alwavs rely on Merlin to provide me with a wealth
of information.

Merlin library catalog is part of the MOBIUS
Commaon Library Matform (O L which links more
than ffty academuc libraries with member colleges
and universities all over Missouti, Students take
advantage of a vast array of mtormation that is made
available to them through this networking system.
It has aided oo tllrgc: stuedents in Missouri with
valuable resources since WS, enabling them o have
desired publications readily avatlable for academic
and personal use. Students and faculty use it
evervday to access information for hoth academic
E}rnir., ts and Irrl'\.nn.;l,| L—Iliﬂ} et

For example, Joy Dodson, assstant professor
and reference technology librarian at Central
Methodist University, has seen firsthand the
benehts of the Commaon Library Platform. She has
attended all the Ir:1i1'|i11j_"~r and regu lar]y ]'lrri'u WIS
darabase cleanups to make sure all patrons,
including students, Faculty, and staff have access
to the MOBIUS Commaon Lll'u'drj. Plattorm at
Central Methodist University. She knows patrons
take adva nage of the service because of statistics
that are available, and she also knows students are
adequately traned in wsing the CLP, Each incomimng
treshman takes a class. taught by Ms. Dodson, on
how to use the CLP. Seniors ar Central Methodist
most often reap the benefits of the CLEF durinj_{
therr capstone course, which requires students
to submit a lengthy research paper along with a
literature review in order to graduate with a specific
major. This means that students must do extensive
research and cite sources, which the CLP has enabled
them to do effectvely and efficienthe, “The CLIY
is 4 little more of a one-stop shopping approach,”
sind Ms. Dodson. It enables students to acquire an
abundance of material at one time, which makes the
hurden of information ]_:..,|1h::|'|r'|:._1;| little ]ig}]l.rl' and

easier to bear,

The situation is similar at Truman State
L fr-ril:_l.. where haren Mol :[.,l'll-\i‘_'_'n, Head of Pulblic
Services at ickler Librarv, works toomform students
on how b use the CLE, She s one of many who
helps teach freshmen at Truman State U'niversity
how to research using MOBIUS during a one-
hour database workshop required of all freshimen,
She also encourages searchimg for imformanon
through MOBIUS when frustrated students come
to the reference desk seeling help after many
Faled attempts to find what they are quking for.
MOHBILIS enhances their search, |'|r;|r|_l. FERVRTE I'Il:l.rl;‘il'lj_l\l
a match to the subject marter. Karen finds that
maty students and faculty are increasingly taking
advantage of MOBIUS's services, and she expects
LIS T persist. “Every VELr We SEe AN increase in
wse” This is |,|r'l-|1'|i1c;'|_'. ENCOUTAgIng news, kv i”j-'.

that such a prear service s bemng effecovely utilized.

Jemie Fabst 5 a student at the Untversity of Missouni— Columing

mujurring in jousmalism

FUNFACT

\‘\ ANT TO LEARN more about yvour

thingsi You can look up interesting facrs,

history and other tidbits you don’t know.

LOOK UP FAVORITES SUCH AS. ..
= Favorite Book
= Favorite Movie
= Favorite Car
= Favorite Food Recipe
> Favorite Magazine

= Favorite Music Group




]_-].‘\'.[]'.-"L BIGELOYW, lgfi. has
plaved an integral role in
the operation of MOBIUS
eVEr Since ity |1‘ginning.
She was part of the origmal
group that laid the ground-
work o wet MIOBILIS or-

gamized and to form the
consortium linkmg aca-
demic libraries across Missoun. Now Bigelow serves
a5 Chair for the MOBIUS Executive Committee. She
ook e to answer some questions o give us an
mside look on how her commtment to MOBIUS
has made her a vital part of achseving MOBIUS goals,
tacing challenges, and planning on direction for the

future.

“What are your plans for MOBIUS this
coming year, as far as goals you want to
accomplish?”

*Char main tocus this vear will be on strategic
planning, We have completed our arigina plan,
which tocused primarily on gernng all the member
instHtutioms onto the CLE, soowe now need to set di-

rection for the next two-three years.”

“How do you encourage students to use
the CLP?"
"We are finding it doesn’t take much encour-
agement for students to use MOBIUS housed on the

common library platform. They otten discover it

on their own, but each institution also includes it in
their library instruction and provides ather publicity

as needed "

“*How do you think students benefit from

the CLP?"

“With the click of a mouse. students have at their
fingertips the collections of over bacademic libraries
i the stare of Missourt, They can reguest a book from
any of those libraries, and within a very short time can

hiave it delivered to their home hbrary.”

“What do you see in the future for

MOBIUS?”

*Continued growth, Additonal purchasing
power of group purchasing will allow for new elec
tronic resources. thus improving services pl'u\.'jdﬁj.
MOBILTS will also continue to grow through nes
funcrionality with new services provided such as
PickUp Anywhere, which will allow students to pick
up books at locations most convenient for them.
Lastly, MOBIUS will continue to grow through new
cooperating partners who will gain mutual benefits
mude possible by library networking.”

Itis clear Linda is looking forward to the fu-

ture of MOBIUS, and her leadership isa valuable

asset to the project. In addition to her time and ded-

ication to MOBILS, she has been committed 1o her
husband, John, for 41 vears. They have two grown
children, Susan and David, and they also have seven
{soon to be eight ) grandchildren, all of whom live in

southern Wisconsin.

"We have completed our original plan...
we now need to set direction for the next

two-three years.”
KEY INDICATORS
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OBIUS

Linking Missouri's Academic Libraries

MOBILIS, a0 known as Mizsour Blbsographic Infrmaton User Syatem, & & consortum of academic ibrares with member cokeges and dniversities in he siafe of Migsoun
Fiity chartar mambers bagan fie proect in Juy 1998; other instipfions haws joined snce thin, and corently $he mambership stands at 57 institutions. The Mamandum of
Uncerstarding and the MOBILS Bvlaws oovern the intemal affgrs of the consortium and foemalize the purpase, memibership guideings and structes

The: lamest snple project for which MO2RUS e respongble & the Common Libvary Plationm. The CLP credtes & vitusal codecion of e more than 17 milion iems conssned
in the liovaries of MOBILS member nstifutions and oreates 8 single User interface that afows faousy and students k0 request lkeary matenisls using ary personal comguter in any
focafion with access 1o he Intemet. Requested materials are delivered within one or two days of being requested by the MOBIUS Delivery System,

BOBILS hae an actve program of comsmtial licensng of electronic nkxmaton reeournes such as alecroni joumalz. New profcts beng planned o considared inclucds
cooperative collechon development and cooperatie storage. MOBRUS s supporied by a combination of siate appropriations and member foes

The: MOBAES Consortium Cifice mploys & kil-tme stafl to provide a varety of senvices 10 MOBILS member nalituions as wel as represent MOBILS in its business relationships
with MORENE, with ventiors of other electronic services, and wih the vendmis) of Commen Library Piatiorm hardware and sofare. The MOBIUS Consartium Office 15 part of fe
Universy of Missour System and & Incated In Coumbla, Mesowr,

MOBIUS Executive Committee for FY04:
Slephen K. Stoan, Chak « Linda Bigelow, Chal-Elect # Laura Rein, Past Chalr » Eugenia Mokes, Secretary # Robert Frizzed, Treasure
Joni Blaka, Independent At-Large Rapresantative = Lenes Pakal, ndependent At-Large Reprasentation = Jim Cogawel, FourYes At-Large Representative
Stephank Talson, Two-Year At-Large Fepresaniative « Bil Mitchell, MORENSt Representativa (sx-official » Sara Parker, Bxenifive Commities Advisor ée-offico)
Mancy Deving, Missoun Department of Higher Education Representative {ex-ofici) » George Rickerson, MOBILIS Execulve Dreclor

MOBIUS Executive Committee for FY05:
Linda Bigelow, Chair = Robert Fizzel, Chai-Elect = Stephen K. Stan, Past Crair = Bugena Mikes, Seoetary « Joni Blake, Treasurer
Ertene Cudiey, Indepsndant A1-Large Aeprassntadie = Jamss Pakal, Independent Al-Large Representative = Jim Cogswel, Four-Year Al-Large Represantative
Stephank Tolaon, Two-Year M-Large Representative Bl Milchell, IMOREN! Representative (ex-officiol » Sara Parker, Exeoutive Commitiee Advisor (ex-offica)
Robert Ssn, Missour Depertment of Higher Education Representatie (m-office) = Gamge Rickerson, MOBES Becotive Diractnn
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= Hirkaaile Cullege u! Crlecoulhic — Cebmrbia = Webei Unsmeeky L

hackizioa = Hansas CRy Theningical Seminany GALAHAD
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